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TRADE 


ACTIVITY 


IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





POST-YULE TRADE DECLINES 


Retail spending dipped noticeably in 
the beginning of January, starting the 
New Year off with dollar volume well 
1951 
period. Much of the decline occurred 


below the level tor the simular 
in durable goods, with resistance di- 
rected largely toward refrigerators, 
tclevision sets, and automobiles. 
There was also a slight dip in apparel 
sales from the high pre-holiday level, 
although the demand for cruisewear, 
haberdashery, and some accessory 
items rose somewhat in scattered com 
munities. While housewives purchased 
more tood than a year ago, both dollar 
and unit volume were generally below 
that for the Christmas season. 

‘Total consumer buying decreased 
nearly 2 per cent in December 1951, ac 
cording to the seasonally adjusted 
Dun’s Review Regional Trade Barom- 
eter. The preliminary barometer for 
December, at 326.4, although the lowest 
since last September, was at a record 
high compared with other Decembers. 
It was some 4 per cent above last year’s 
record figure Of 315.1. 

The seasonally adjusted total of re 
tail trade during December was estr 
mated at $12.2 bilhon; this was some 
, per cent below to the all-time high 
registered in December 1gs5o. 

November's final barometer was 
moderately above that for the previous 
month and was the fifth highest tor 
the year. Nine of the regional barom 
eters were below the corresponding 
heures for October. Monthly changes 
ranged from down 4.3 per cent in the 
Detroit Region (12) to up 10.3 per cent 
in the Cleveland Region (8) 

‘The 


Was feat ly 


final barometer in. November 


10 per cent above a year 


earher. Yearly changes ranged trom 
up 0.5 per cent in the Detront Region 


(12) to cent tor Cleve 


land (S) 
The Texas Region (24) had the 
highest barometer during November 


up 27.0 pet 


and New England (1) the lowest. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


Adjusted for Seasona! Variation 
(1935-1939 = 100) 


Change 
from 


Nov 
1QSi Nov 
REGION 
United States 225.8 
245.4 
York Cuts 21.7 
Albany, 
Kuftalo and Rochester 


Northern New Jersey 


Unea and Syracuse 346.4 
335.9 
261.2 
Philadelphia 

Pittsburgh 

Cleveland 


Cincinnati: and Columbus 


- 


Chicago 

Detroit 

Milw iukee 

Minneapolis and St. Paul 


~<>= 


. lowa and Nebraska 


St. Louts 


~. Kansas City 


Maryland and Virginia 
North and South Carolina 
Atlanta and Birmingham 


: } ke rida 


22. Memphis 


New Orleans 
Peoxas 
Denver 
Salt Lak: 
Portland and Seattle 


City 


28. San Francisco 


29 


Los Angeles 


* Revised. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

NovemBer—Barometer up mildly, 8°, 
above last year; 26°, down trom U. S. 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
New England 3°%, above 1950. Whole- 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Man- 
chester and Bangor +-5°,, Boston +5°%, 
New Haven -+-8°., Worcester, Hartford, 
and Providence +-3°,, New Bedford 
—5°4. Expansion of defense industries 
slowing somewhat; lull in textiles. Col- 
lections slightly down from yea; ago. 


s 
Region 2 
NovemMBer—Barometer up moderately 
from last month and a year earlier; more 
than 21°, below national level. 
Decemser—Department store sales in 
New York City down 4°. from a year 
ago. Total retail trade for New York up 
3°.; for Bridgeport down 4°%, compared 
to a year ago. Wholesale trade compared 
with 1950: New York -+-2°, Bridgeport 
—3°.. Collections even with last month 
and 1950. 


Region 3 

November—Barometer up 4°/, from a 
month ago, up 14° from 1950. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Syracuse up 6°, from a year ago. Total 
retail trade compared with a year ago: 
Syracuse -+-5°,, Binghamton +-10°, Al- 
bany +35 Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Utica +-25°, Bingham- 
ton -++-5°,, Syracuse +-7°4, Albany — 3°. 
Collections steady with last month and up 
from a year ago. 


Region 4 

NovemMBer—Barometer 11°, above a 
year ago, 9°, above last month, even with 
U. S. barometer. 

December—Department store sales in 
Rochester up 4°, in Buffalo down 1°. 
Retail trade up 5°%, in Rochester and up 
7°, in Buffalo. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year earlier: Buffalo +-1°/, Roches- 
ter -+-4. Collections slightly below 1950. 
Buffalo flour output 6°, below 1950; steel 
output at 104°% of capacity. 


Region 5 

NovemMber—Barometer up 5°/,, moder- 
ately above similar 1950 period; down 
22°, in comparison to U. S. 

Decemper—Department store sales for 
Newark 4° below a year ago; total re- 
tail sales up 3°, wholesale trade up 1° 
above the similar 1950 period. Collec- 
tions, as reported by merchants, slightly 
down from a year ago and unchanged 
from October. Mild drop in industrial 
output reported generally. 





The Don's Review Regtonal Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
im consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are available without charge. 

The regional trade summanies are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapsrreer offices. Depart: 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended December 29, 1951. 











Region 6 

Novemser—Barometer up 9°, from 
previous month and 10°, above a year ago; 
8°/ below U. S. level. 

Decemper—Philadelphia department 
store sales 4°/, below a year ago. Whole- 
sale orders compared with a year ago; 
Trenton —1°, Lancaster —12°, Phila- 
delphia —2°4, Harrisburg -+-3°4,, Wil- 
mington -++2°4, Scranton —8°%, Allen- 
town even, York —5°/, Reading —9%%. 
Collections down from 1950. 


Region 7 

November—Barometer up 2°, 34%, 
above year ago; slightly above U. S. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Erie up 2°, down i°%, in Pittsburgh. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: Erie —5°/, Pittsburgh -+-2°,, Charles- 
ton +-6°., Youngstown -+-2°., Wheeling 
and Huntington -+-5°%. Collections un- 
changed from last year. Pittsburgh steel 
rate down to 101°, of capacity, Youngs- 
town even at 103°, Wheeling up to 105°. 


Regiwn 8 

NovemMBex—Barometer noticeably 
above a year ago and U. S.; up 10% in 
month. 

Decemsper—Department store sales in 
Cleveland down 8°, Toledo up 1°%. 
Total retail sales down 5°4 for Akron. 
Wholesale trade compared with a year 
ago: Akron — 2°, Cleveland and Toledo 
-+-2°, Canton +4°%. Collections steady 
with last year. Ste¢l rate for Cleveland 
down slightly to 98°, of capacity. 


Region 9 
Novemper—Barometer down 2°), up 
15°/ from 1950; 1°% above U. S. 
Decemper—Department store sales for 
Columbus even with a year ago; for Cin 
cinnati, up 1°. Total retail sales com- 
pared with last year: Cincinnati — 2°, 
Dayton — 4°, Columbus +-8°/. Whole- 
sale trade compared with a year ago: Cin- 
cinnati even, Dayton —2°,, Columbus 
+5°/. Collections steady to slightly more 
prompt than a year earlier. 
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Region 10 

NovemBer—Barometer up slightly for 
month and 12°% trom a year ago; 17°, 
above barometer figure for U. S. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Indianapolis even with a year ago, Louis- 
ville sales 5°, above. Wholesale trade 
from levels of a year earlier; Indianapolis 
—3°., Fort Wayne —10°, Evansville 
+2°., Louisville +5°4. Collections re- 
ported more prompt than a year ago. 
Many crops harvested. 


Region I1 

Novemspexr—Barometer slightly up 
from year ago, unchanged from last month. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Chicago down 1°, below a year ago. 
Wholesale trade compared with last year: 
Rockford +-8°%, Chicago -+-2°%, Peoria 
+-3°%, Springheld -++-12°%. Collections 
almost unchanged from last year. Steel 
output for Chicago down to 104° of 
capacity. There was no noticeable change 
in employment. 


Region 12 

Novemser—Barometer down some- 
what, 1°, above last year; 2°/, above U. S. 

Decemser—Department store sales in 
Detroit 4°, below year-ago level. Total 
retail sales for Grand Rapids up 15°%, for 
Saginaw up 2°. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with 1950: Saginaw and Detroit 
-+-2°., Grand Rapids +-10°,. Collections 
slightly below year ago. Detroit steel rate 
108°, of capacity. Automobile output 
41°%, below last year. Increased layoffs. 


Region 13 

November—Barometer up 6°% from 
last month and slightly above year earlier; 
11° above U. S. level. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Milwaukee 3°, up from similar 1950 
period. Total retail sales as against a year 
ago: Milwaukee — 1°, Green Bay -+-7%, 
Madison +-10°.. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year earlier: Green Bay 
+-3°,, Milwaukee +-2°/, Madison even. 
Collections slightly slower than 1950 level. 


Region 14 
Novemper—Barometer unchanged 
from last month, 3°/, above a year ago. 
Decemsper—Regional department store 


sales steady with year ago. Wholesale 
trade compared with a year ago: La Crosse 
-+2°,, Butte +-1°%, Fargo +-2°/, Minne 
apolis and St. Paul —1°., Duluth —5°,, 
Sioux Falls +-2°,. Collections reported 
to be somewhat below that of a year ago. 
Flour production about 1°% below the 
similar period last year. 
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TRADE ACTIVITY 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 

Novemser—Barometer down 1°, 4°/, 
above a year ago; 2°, below U. S. 

Decemsen—Department store sales for 
State of Nebraska even with last year. 
Wholesale trade compared with levels of 
a year ago: Des Moines — 10°/,, Dubuque 
+6%, Cedar Rapids +-5°%, Sioux City 
—2°/,, Waterloo +-2°/,, Davenport -}+-10°%, 
Omaha +5°,. Collections reported to 
be virtually even with similar 1950 period. 
Scattered corn surpluses. 


Region 16 

Novemser—Barometer 4°, below last 
month and 2°, above a year ago; 7°%, 
down from national barometer. 

Decemser—Department store sales for 
St. Louis 3°, above a year ago; total re- 
tail sales 2°. above. Wholesale trade for 
St. Louis 4°, up from last year’s level. 
Collections above last year. Poor weather 
hurting farm yield. Steel rate for St. Louis 
down to 83°, of capacity compared with 
year-ago level. 


Region 17 

NovemMBer—Barometer up 10°, from a 
year ago, up 1°% from last month. 

Dectemper—Department store sales for 
Topeka -+-11°%, Wichita -+-7°,, Kansas 
: City +5°,. Wholesale trade compared 
with a year ago: Wichita -+-20°,,, Topeka 
—6°,,, Oklahoma City +-9%, St. Joseph 
even, Tulsa +-10°,, Kansas City —9°%. 
Collections estimated at nearly unchanged 
from last year. Production of flour for 
Wichita—Salina 9°, below last year. 


Region 18 

NovemBek—Barometer up 10% from 
last month and 23°, from a year ago; 13°%, 
above U. S. 

Decemper—Baltimore department 
store sales up 2°., from a year ago, those 
for Washington steady. Total retail sales 
up 10°, in Norfolk, ip 3°% in Richmond. 
Wholesale trade compared with last 
year: Norfolk -+-10°%, Washington +-3°%, 
Baltimore -+-2°., Bristol +-1°,, Richmond 
—2°., Roanoke -+-5°,,. Collections steady. 


Region 19 

November— Barometer up 8°%, 9°% 
above a year ago; 11°, above U. S. 

DecembBer—Total retail sales as com- 
pared with similar 1950 period: Charles- 
ton —7°., Columbia +2°., Charlotte 
+2°., Asheville —5°4, Raleigh +6°, 
Winston-Salem +-5°,. Wholesale trade 
compared with last year: Charleston 
+-5°., Winston-Salem -+-1°4, Columbia 
+1°%, Raleigh -+-2°,, Charlotte +-3°/, 
Asheville — 10°. Collections even. 


Region 20 

Novemser—Barometer down 2°/,, 7°/, 
above a year ago, 32°%, above U. S. 

Decempen—Department store sales 
compared with a year ago: Augusta 
+18%, Nashville +9%, Birmingham 
-+-5°%. Wholesale trade compared with 
last year: Birmingham —10°%, Augusta 
+5%os Savannah +5%, Macon +8%,, 
Chattanooga +3%, Nashville +2°%, 
Montgomery -+-8°%, Atlanta +-5°/,. Col- 
lections unchanged. 


Region 21 

Novemrer—Barometer 5°, up from 
October and 12°% above last year; 27°, 
above U. S. level. 

December—Department store trade up 
6°/, from a year ago in Miami. Total re- 
tail trade for Tampa 10°% above last year, 
3°, above in Jacksonville, 2°/, above in 
Miami. Wholesale trade compared with 
last year’s levels: Tampa --8°,, Jackson- 
ville -+-2%, Miami +3%. Collections 
slightly down. 


Region 22 

NovemBer—Barometer slightly below 
last month, 4° up from a year ago; above 
U. S. barometer by 7°. 

Decemper—Department store sales in 
Memphis 2°, above comparable 1950 
period, Little Rock department store sales 
4°, up. Total retail sales for Memphis 
up 3°4, for Little Rock up 3°... Memphis 
wholesale trade 2°, above a year ago, 
while wholesale trade for Little Rock 15° 
down. Collections even with year ago. 


Region 23 

NoveMBER—Barometer down 2°’, mod- 
erately above a year ago; 27°/, above na- 
tional! level. 

DecemBer—Department store sales in 
New Orleans 9°”, above a year ago. Total 
retail sales 4°4, up in New Orleans, 5°, 
down in Jackson. Wholesale trade for 
New Orleans 1°/, above last year, 5°/, be- 
low a year ago for Jackson. Merchants 
report collections down generally. Slight 
plant expansion. 


Region 24 

NoveMBer—Barometer up 5°, up 14°/, 
for year; 38°%, above VU. S. level. 

DecemBer—Department store sales 
above a year ago: Houston 11°, San An- 
tonio 8°%, Fort Worth 4°, 5°% for entire 
region. Wholesale trade compared with 
a year ago: Amarillo +8°, Fort Worth' 
—20°,, Houston +3°, El Paso +-5°/, 
Dallas even, Austin —4°4, Shreveport 
+2°., Waco +5°%. Collections un- 
changed. Drought slowing some crops. 


Region 25 

NovemsBer—Barometer down slightly, 
12°%, above similar 1950 month; 5°, above 
national level. 

Decemspér—Denver department store 
sales steady with last year; total retail 
trade for Denver up 4°, for Albuquerque 
down 13°/,. Wholesale trade 2°, below 
last year in Denver and 12°%, below a year 
ago in Albuquerque. Majority of dealers 
and wholesalers report collections below 
1950 level. 


Region 26 

NovemBer—Barometer slightly above 
levels of last month, 11° up from year 
ago; 9°, above U. S. barometer. 

DecemBer—Salt Lake City department 
store sales 3°, above figure of a year ago; 
total retail sales 12°% above correspond- 
ing 1950 period. Wholesale trade fer Salt 
Lake City 12°% below last year. Collec- 
tions somewhat below last year’s figure. 
Industrial expansion continuing; crop re- 
mained favorable. 


Region 27 

November—Barometer up 6%, 11°%, 
above last year; 16°, above U. S. 

Decemper—Portland department store 
sales down 1°, 3°% above last year in 
Seattle. Total retail trade for Tacoma 
8° . below last year. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Tacoma —10°%%, 
Spokane -+-5°/,, Seattle unchanged, Port- 
land — 3°. Collections even. Flour out- 
put up 3°% in Portland and—8% in 
Tacoma. Slight rise in shipbuilding. 


Region 28 

November—Barometer 2°/, above, 13°/, 
up from a year ago; 5°/, above U. S. 

Decemper—Department store sales up 
12°%, in San Francisco and up 1°, in Oak- 
land. Total retail sales for Sacramento up 
8°, from last year, 12°, above in Fresno. 
Wholesale trade 10°%, up in Fresno and 
4°, up in San Francisco compared to a 
year ago. Collections reported nearly even 
with last year. Defense expansion con- 
tinuing slightly despite shortages. 


Region 29 
NoveMBer—Barometer down slightly, 
6°,, above a year ago; 1°% above U. S. 
Decemsper—Department store sales for 
Los Angeles 1°/, above similar 1950 period, 


10°, above in San Diego. Total retail 
sales compared with last year by these per- 
centages: Los Angeles +-4, San Diego 
-+-5, Phoenix +2. Wholesale trade com- 
pared with a year ago: Los Angeles +-7°/, 
San Diego +-6°/,, Phoenix +-2°/%. Collec- 
tions even. 
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